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This October, Sunday 26th we are delighted to present a 
wonderful Georgian evening combining a superb two-
course dinner with excellent professional theatre from 
Artifice!  What could be better!  Mouth-watering  
‘Georgian’ food together with a Georgian play – all to 
delight your senses.   
       This event promises to be a highlight for us all and 
takes place at Frensham Pond  Hotel, the venue where 
we held our first very successful and highly rated group 
event.   
       Artifice, one of our Group Members, specialise in 
‘Classical plays in beautiful places’ and on this night their 
professional company will perform their flagship         

production, The Way to Keep Him. 
       Before that we shall enjoy a delightful two-course 
dinner.  So it’s an ideal way to relax after the week.    
Savour the superb food from the 1 Rosette restaurant, 
and then sit back to enjoy the renowned style and      

professional abilities of Artifice’s company. 
Guests are asked to arrive at 6.30pm as the first act will 
begin at 6.50pm.   
      Tickets for this evening are £33.50 provided you book 
early before October 4th . After this date ticket prices are 
£37.00 so make sure you book as soon as possible to get 
your discount of £3.50.  This evening of dinner and          
theatre represents excellent value, we trust you agree. 
     You can book online through our website.  Just go to 
www.performerstogether.org.uk  The cost is £33.50 pp if 
you book before October 4th. 
     Or you can book by post see details on p2;  the same 
discount offer applies.  
 
     For the menu choices see page 2.  When you book 
online we will be notified and will email you soon so that 
you can advise your dinner choices, and if you have any 
dietary requirements so that we can inform the hotel.   

The Way to Keep Him  

Over 200 years before men came from Mars and women from Venus, the 
Widow Belmour had her own ideas on the correct recipe for marital bliss. 
But with disguise, deceit and dishonourable intentions thrown into the mix, 
the outcome may not be the dish she expected. The men attempt to keep 
the upper hand in their perfectly ruffled sleeve but it’s the women who   
discover that revenge is a dish best served cold!  

     The Way to Keep Him is Artifice's flagship production, and has played in 
historic venues across the UK. Now we bring it to your table-side to add a 
little spice to your dining pleasure. 

       The Way to Keep Him is a comic object lesson in the consequences and 
avoidance of boredom in marriage. Arthur Murphy 
originally wrote this for David Garrick at the Theatre  
Royal Drury Lane in 1760.  Thirteen years before          
She Stoops to Conquer and seventeen before The 
School for Scandal, this is miniature Georgian comedy 
at its best.  

Directed by Kate Napier and performed by       
Artifice, her renowned company of                       

professional actors. 

Join us for a wonderful, entertaining evening with a ‘Georgian’ Dinner      
coupled with a delightful Georgian play presented by a                                              

professional company.  

‘A Georgian Evening for a Georgian Town’ 
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Conference 
attendees hear 
from Kate   
Napier of         
Artifice about a  
Loyalty Card          
Opportunity to 
boost audience 
numbers. 

 
 
 

Back in May we held a Get Together to share with our 
members what we have been up to, also intended as an 
opportunity for you to let us know what were your plans, 
as well as your issues and concerns.  
 
        It proved an enjoyable and useful event to find out 
what you, our creative colleagues intend to offer in 2014 
and beyond. The objective was to discover how we can 
support each other, grow our work, grow our audiences 
and build our impact.  Very many similar issues were 
shared and recorded.   
 
       This was a well-received event with the firm decision 
to arrange these in future on a regular basis.  

More on the             
thinking for a              

suitable performing    
arts venue from        

Michael Holden, our 
theatre consultant  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Get Together -  
Subjects covered included: 
The latest thinking for a suitable performing arts building 
from Michael Holden, Theatre Consultant  
 

Sources of finance for Group Members   
 

Our Loyalty Card opportunity for increased audiences 
 

Latest news on the Box Office offer and how it can work 
for you 
 

New publicity opportunities available to Group Members.  

Get Together: Performers Together members shared their talents and concerns   

Watermark Restaurant  

For your Georgian dinner we have a choice of: 

 Sir Brilliant Fashion’s Blade of Beef, Horseradish 
Mash, Rich Red Wine Jus, Chantenay Carrots  or 

 Mrs Belmour’s Roast Chicken Breast, wrapped in 
Crispy Parma Ham, Garlic Mash, Mushroom Cream 
Sauce  or 

 Mr Lovemore’s Butterbean and Spinach Risotto 
(Vegetarian) 

And for Desserts  we offer  

 Mignionet’s Chocolate Parfait, White Chocolate 
Sauce, Vanilla Ice Cream  or 

 Mrs Lovemore’s Mixed Berry Cheesecake with 
Whipped Cream 

Coffee/Teas 

Please make sure you arrive around 6.30pm to order 
drinks and be seated by 6.50pm; we shall be entertained 
then by Act I preceding the main course.   

How to book: 

Online: Go to www.performerstogether.org.uk  to enable 
your early booking. The cost is £33.50 per person.        
provided you book early before October 4th . After this 
date ticket prices are £37.00 so make sure you book as 
soon as possible to get your discount of £3.50.   
 

After we receive your online booking we will email you so 
that you can advise us of your menu choices and also any 
people with whom you would like to sit. 

By post: 

Please send to Roger Rendle, 14 Copse Avenue. Farnham, 
Surrey GU9 9ED enclosing an SAE. Please include your 
menu choices, any dietary restrictions and the name(s) of 
people you would like to sit beside.  Cheques payable 
please to Performers Together for £33.50 per person. 

If you represent one of our Group Member companies do please forward this newsletter and invitation       
on to your own membership as they are most welcome to come along with their friends and families. 

‘A Georgian Evening for a Georgian Town’ 
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Our Box Office special offer for Member Groups has proved itself 
again as this Summer, Farnham Rep made good use of the        

service to help publicise and present their series of rehearsed readings at the Farnham  
Library gardens – and very good they were too!   

       To find out more and to make use of this service as an aid to your company’s own   
professional presentation, just contact Roger Rendle on:                       
roger.rendle@performerstogether.org.uk 

The Theatre’s Trust conference:       
Community Theatre 
 
City Varieties Music Hall, Swan Street, 
Leeds LS1 6LW 
 

Here are selected excerpts from The         
Theatre’s Trust conference this April            
specifically focussing on Community Theatre, together 
with some comments from our own Performers            
Together reviewer, Richard Sandars.   
 

Peter Bazalgette, Chair Arts Council 
England  
 

“We want an arts sector that reflects                           
contemporary England,” he argued. “That can only 
be achieved by arts organisations that are rooted 
in their communities.” Local communities must 
take charge – “We want to help them to build the 

resources and infrastructure.  The pot for Grants for the 
Arts, to which community organisations have access, has 
been increased – the figure stands at £70m for 2015-2018. 
 
Conference Reporter, Dominic Cavendish's Summing 
up (p 18) said that, "all told this could be the best time 

for DIY cultural provision in a generation".   

Richard Sandars of Performers Together comments: 

‘Here and there were hopeful suggestions about pinning 

hopes to the National Planning Policy Framework (p15) 

counterbalanced by reference to the fact that " some      

councils really need to raise their game in harnessing 

building and regeneration schemes to the advantage of 

local communities (p18)”.  

‘The existence and role of the Little Theatre Guild (p16) 

was interesting: "‘there are now 110 theatres, staging over 

a thousand productions a year - occupying buildings that 

would have gone to wrack and ruin. You name the         

dilapidated building, our theatres have taken it on."  Philip 

Thompson's 'tips' (p 16) for registered charities are worth 

remembering for the future as they can claim:               

80% off rates; 25% increase when raising revenue through 

Gift Aid and 5% payment on utility bills.”  

 

Performers Together management team  

 

At the Get Together meeting on May 20th,          
Eamonn O’Rourke, the Chairman of Hart Male 
Voice Choir  nominated his choir colleague,          
Les Parker to be the choir’s representative at      
Performers Together Board meetings.   

 

 

We’re absolutely delighted as many of us know   
Les and his wife Mary as staunch theatre and      
arts supporters and also enthusiasts for the        
Performers Together concept from the outset.      
So we warmly welcome Les to our meetings and 
look forward to working with him. 

Box Office 

From the Keynote speech by Stephen Williams 
MP, Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for                  
Communities and Local Government 
 

“We are here to talk about community rights.  There 
is a danger *with+ these sessions that you dwell on 
the problems rather than the fantastic opportunity 
available to us all. I think the Localism Act of 2011 will 
be one of the pieces of legislation this Government 
has put in place that will be talked about… in decades 
to come.” Only since  becoming a minister has he 
come to appreciate “how revolutionary they are in 
terms of democratic empowerment”. 
 

He made a direct appeal to those working in arts   
provision at a council level: “I do emphasise that   
these are rights that belong to your citizens, your 
constituents, your voters, electors, tax payers. They 
are not rights that belong to the council.” He      
promised a “quiet revolution as these rights are really 
grasped by local people and are put into place”.  

To see the whole report on Community Theatre just go to: 
http://www.theatrestrust.org.uk/events/conference-14/welcome 

mailto:Roger.rendle@performerstogether.org.uk
http://www.theatrestrust.org.uk/events/conference-14/welcome
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AGM   Sunday November 2nd                
at 2.30pm 

 

 

The AGM this year will be held at Daniel 
Hall, Long Garden Walk, Farnham GU97HX    

Nearest parking is at the Hart, (near Waitrose),              
free on Sundays.    

Our publicity 

A letter in a recent issue of the Farnham Herald spoke of 

community sport and wondered if there were similar      

organisations out there promoting other aspects of life.  

That was our cue. The letter below was written and        

received the prime spot, gaining extra publicity for        

Performers Together. 

“In the Farnham Herald 18 July, David 
Gill asks if there are other examples of 
community activities that enrich      
Farnham for the benefit of its             
residents. There are indeed. 

When talking of local organisations 
that have achieved national or even 
international status he mentions The 
Farnham Youth Choir and Rock Choir.  
Farnham in fact offers a wealth of          
enthusiastic and committed              
performing arts groups, perhaps more 
so than in other similar sized towns.  

Responding to a survey suggested by 
our MP, Jeremy Hunt, many of these 
groups identified a need for good 
quality rehearsal and performance 
space that is currently not met by      
existing facilities.  As an arts centre, 
the Maltings is popular and fulfils that function very well 
but its tight scheduling, limited acoustics and lack of           
backstage facilities mean that it cannot provide for the 
needs of all the groups within this area, nor of their         
audiences. 

Thus, Performers Together was formed as the result of 
over 80 local arts and educational organisations              
recognising the need for a new performing arts venue in 
Farnham. Our members include individuals as well as 
many of these local organisations ranging from Something 
For The Weekend, a four-man a cappella group through 
Farnham Youth Choir to the nationwide Rock Choir.  Group 
Members include amateur and professional theatre        
companies, opera groups, musical societies and further 
choirs.  

Performers Together is a Community Interest Company, a 
new form of business structure with charitable aims,    
ideally suited to such a venture. 

 

Two renowned and respected patrons already give us 
their support: David Whelton, Farnham resident and  
Managing Director of the Philharmonia Orchestra, based 
at the Royal Festival Hall, and Simon Russell Beale CBE, 
internationally recognised National Theatre actor,            
presenter and musician. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our aim is to work towards the establishment and            
consequent management and development of a                   
performing arts centre which will meet the expressed 
needs of the local community and its various performing 
arts groups, a need which cannot currently be met.  

It is our intention to corral the strengths of all our      
Member Groups and Individuals such that together, we 
speak with a stronger voice.   Our Group Members, their 
talents, energy and expertise contribute to further the 
company’s aim.  We welcome more members. 

Your readers seeking more information are asked to look 
at www.performerstogether.org.uk      Alternatively they 
can call 01252 725263”. 

 

  …………………………………. 

Please note this date in your diaries;          
we value your company and support. 

http://www.performerstogether.org.uk


What news of the Redgrave Theatre? 
The Crest Nicholson/Waverley ‘Brightwells’ development  

This development remains in limbo.  We understand that  
finance for the scheme has still not been found – partially 
no doubt because a full Environmental Impact               
Assessment has to be carried out and no doubt also          
because it is a very old scheme out of tune with residents’ 
and modern day needs.    

     What a way for a council to behave.  

    Waverley closed the Redgrave 16 years ago and keeps 
it locked, bolted and barred to any use at all although it 
was an award winning and much praised venue, noted for 
its acoustics, sightlines and intimacy for actors and         
audiences alike.   

      At the time of closure, it was only the residing theatre 
company that failed, not the theatre building!  But           
Waverley is seemingly unable to appreciate that simple 
logic.    

      In opposition to the majority of towns who have a          
similar population as Farnham, they prefer to deny the 
people of Farnham and their families the undeniable      
benefits of a community performance space in the heart of 
their town.   

      They also fail to see the significant social and         
economic benefits that such a thriving entity would bring 
to a town’s economy. 

Events Diary 
Now Performers Together group 
members have a regularly updated 
Events Diary to publicise their        
productions positioned right in the 
centre of Farnham!  This is an           
unparalleled, high-visibility             
opportunity – worth the cost of 
Group Membership alone.  This 
Events Diary was launched at the 
start of August.   
 
Our use of this shop is by courtesy of 
Farnham Theatre Association, one of 
our founder Group Members and will 
run for as long as FTA is granted ac-
cess to this shop by through the     
generosity of the proprietors of the 
Herald series of newspapers. 
 

Poster display 
We also aim to display your event 
posters to best effect within clip 
frames against a contrasting            
background to increase visibility and 
impact. 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dedicated online Events   
Section  
What we will also offer is a dedicated 
Group Member Events section on the 
Performers Together website so 
make sure that you, or your publicity 
manager, sends in a brief note about 
all your upcoming events with        
appropriate high-quality photos to 
best display the event.     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
To simplify administration, please 
send this detail to the Editor at: 
mike.silver@performerstogether.org.
uk and he will forward this to our 
website guru.  
 
Please remember that we rely on 
you to supply us with the                
information! 
 

Publicity opportunities for you 
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www.performerstogether.org.uk  
Editor: mike.silver@performerstogether.org.uk  01252 725263 

Treasurer: Roger Rendle  roger.rendle@performerstogether.org.uk 
Performers Together CIC: Registered office 11 South Street Farnham Surrey GU9 7QX 

Company registered in England and Wales, registration no. 8013871  

Mike Silver with the new Performers Together 
Events Diary 

mailto:mike.silver@performerstogether.org.uk
mailto:mike.silver@performerstogether.org.uk

