
 

 

 

 

 

 

Supporting Performing Arts companies in the Farnham area 
 

Patrons: Simon Russell Beale, CBE  and David Whelton OBE, former MD Philharmonia Orchestra 
 

Performers Together is a Community Interest Company  
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June came again. Just like last year the majority of the work was 
over but we wanted to support as many of the performers as possi-
ble so we gave ourselves over to enjoyment.  

   The weather helped. All the out-
door events could go ahead without 
fear of being rained off. We 
watched dancers, conjuring tricks 
and plays. We listened to singers, 
musicians, story tellers and were 
awed by the skill, the confidence 
and the bravery of people going 
ahead to entertain.   
    It was a joy to watch the pleasure 
of the audience but once or twice 
we were saddened as a talented 
entertainer failed to receive the au-
dience that was deserved.     
   As we rushed from one event to 
another we often met others, doing 
what we were doing and enjoying 
the vibrant succession of events in 
the long summer evenings. If you 
missed it you failed to be enriched 
as we were but then, there is al-
ways next year… (cont’d p2) 

Farnham Flash Festival 2018 by Janet and Brian Martin 

Clockwise from the top: 

Rock Choir at the launch; 

Jackstraws Morris; 

Wildflowers 

Simon Sheffield; 

Farnham Youth Choirs; 

Farnham Dance; 

Cajun Boogaloo; 

 

Launch day in the sun at Gostrey         

Meadow; the 2018 Farnham Flash               

Festival is kindly opened by the 

Mayor Cllr David Attfield together 

with our Patron David Whelton.  



Page 2 

 
P

e
rf

o
rm

e
rs

 T
o

ge
th

e
r 

 
                          VOICE 

  

 

      You might think that writing is scarcely 
a performance but, when it is read aloud 
to an audience, it becomes just that. This 
brought new people to our festival, peo-
ple who wrote themselves or were inter-
ested in the process of writing or just en-
joyed a good story.  
    There were opportunities to meet pub-
lished authors, discuss how to improve 
one's own writing or to study various gen-
res like science fiction.  
    The writers' efforts culminated in an 
awards ceremony to the successful writ-
ers which was very well attended. There 
is also a book of brand new short stories 
to read. 
    Another new item was a fascinating 
performance given in the university by 
Peter Suart. The title was enigmatic so 
we didn't quite know what we were ex-
pecting, particularly since it was in Ger-
man, but it turned out to be a riveting 
evening, filled with humour, a touch of off
-the-wall entertainment and lots of origi-
nal songs all backed by illustrations on a 
large screen.    (cont’d p3) 

 
 

Clockwise from the top right: 

Esmond Clements Trio; 

Bridgefield Consort; 

Flash Fiction Awards evening - the 

young winner, Kate Sowden; 

Godspell: FAOS Musical Theatre Group;  

Heather Golding; 

Musical Soiree - Farnham Music and           

Drama; 

Salierei Quartet; 

Tea Dance with the Vic Cracknell Swing 

Band; 

Der Rote Reiter (photo: Yvonne Chan); 

Farnham Literary Authors 

 

 

Each year brings different delights. Some 
of these are the natural evolution of last 
year but some are quite unexpected and 
take us by surprise. Amongst these this 
year were several items linked to the     
efforts of local writers. 
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    Another new singer to the festival was 
Mehreen Shah who sang songs to cele-
brate the centenary of Leonard Bernstein. 
Her singing was delightful and finished up 
with the audience chuckling away at a hu-
morous song about a singer moving into a 
new flat. The saddest part of this particular 
event was the size of audience. If we can 
persuade her to come again you should 
certainly try to be there. 
    Finally we would like to encourage even 

more young people to perform. After all, when we are all dead and gone they will 
need to be the ones to carry on the tradition. Apart from those that were trained and 
presented as a polished performance in the form of groups like the dancers and 
Youth Choir there were individuals brave enough to come along and offer their own 
performance.  
    Some were there for the first time but a few were building on their experience of 
last year like Tom Sowden. Amongst the new performers was a tiny boy, Toby Car-
rington playing the cello, his older sister, Emily, playing the oboe and a versatile 
young man, Edward Lee, who sang and played to great acclaim. 
     We hope that next year they will come again so we can enjoy their increasing    
maturity. They could even encourage others of similar age to join them.    

                                                             
                      Janet and Brian Martin                                                                                     

Clockwise from the top left:   

Mehreen Shah;  

Twinkle Twinkle by Touched Theatre;   

Wind In The Willows, Box Tale Soup Theatre 

Company;   

Anita and Nicki with Pratham Gurung;   

Sound of the Sirens;  

Wildflowers;  

Paul Tabbush and daughter;  

Ignite: a celebration of Creativity;  

Unspoken Narrative;  

Rushmoor Male Voice Choir;  

Music At The Pottery 
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WHAT’S NEXT – Farnham Flash Festival 2019 
 

This year’s Farnham Flash Festival was our biggest effort yet, designed to 
display as much as we could  of the abundance of wonderful local talent in 
a month of performances.  
     The FFF did all of that in a simple and effective way. We aimed for one event 
a day through June – 30 events. We got a shade under 3 times that number!  Per-
formances happened across Farnham, from the Hospital out to Wrecclesham, 
inside, outside and in all manner of ways. People who participated found it enjoy-
able – even useful; public response was great. The general buzz was ‘let’s do it 
again’. 
 

So we’re planning to. 
 

     Performers Together is not an ‘organisation’ with staff and infrastructure, it’s 
essentially a small committee looking to facilitate communications and collabora-
tions between performers of all kinds across our area. Everything that happened 
this year was co-ordinated and managed by a very small team  admittedly with 
two new and valuable volunteers.  One – Michelle Sowden - arranged a whole 
afternoon and evening of events.  The other - Sally Dickson—organised the popu-
lar writing competition and poetry events. All the team have other demands on 
time and energy and it’s a demanding schedule.  
 

    FFF19 should be better than 
FFF18. In order to be better, we 
need more help. This doesn’t need 
to be huge – more hands make light 
work – AND WE WANT THE 
LIGHTS TO BE ON ALL OVER 
FARNHAM NEXT JUNE. Broadly 
we need help with: 
 

Liaison – could be simply that 

you’re the link person for your com-
pany, making sure we get all your 
information in good time and all your 
members are aware of FFF; could 
be that you’re the person one or two 

venues stay in touch with; could be that you already have useful contacts 
you could follow up for us – venues, supporters, advertisers. 

Distribution – help with getting brochures out when the time comes. 

Promotion – again there’s a range of possibilities here, from being the FFF 

press officer, to being the person who undertakes to stay on the case with 
a couple of publications, to updating our Twitter feed. 

Fund-raising – we worked on a shoestring last year, with funding from Farn-

ham Town Council and the Farnham Insti-
tute, and drawing on some of our own VERY 
limited reserves. More and better means we 
need more backing. Again, maybe you know 
a person or a firm whom you might contact 
on our behalf, or maybe you’d be willing to 
spear-head the wider campaign. 

 

PLEASE consider what you can do. 
 

PLEASE share this newsletter with as many people 
as you can – the ‘you’ works for anyone who reads it. 
 

Performers Together is what it says on the tin. If per-
formers don’t come together, it doesn’t exist. 
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Clockwise from top right: Children’s Voices and 

Friends Concert: Emily Carrington accompanied by her 

mother, Marjorie; Toby Carrington; Ed Lee accompa-

nied by Stefan Carrington, Ed again; the  Children’s 

Voices Choir. 

 

 



Clockwise from top left:  

Farnham Youth Choir; 

The Handlebards with Romeo and 

Juliet; 

Raphael Peraldi; 

Off The Kerb: Stand-up Comedy 

Club; 

How Does This Politics Thing 

Work Then? by Comedy Club 4 

Kids and Simple Politics;  

Potter’s Gate and St. Andrew’s 

Schools Concert; 

Waverley Singers; 

Mike Twiddy; 

Farnham Writer’s Evening at 

Waterstone’s and the book of short

-listed stories.. Page 5 

FFF18 REFLECTIVE REPORT 
 

The Reflective Report on FFF18 is almost ready for 
publication. The results are gratifying.  
    There was more of almost everything this year than 
last - even though there were some performers and ven-
ues involved last year who did not feature this.                            
     Feedback from participants received via the online 
form is also very positive, and it’s good to have some 
specific number information that we didn’t ask for last 
year. For instance, the takings for the 50% of partici-
pants who responded to the request for feedback was 
just under £2,000, with over half of that going to charity.  
     The small loss made by PT last year became a rather 
larger gain this year.  
      Pdf copies of the Report will be sent out electronical-
ly to all on our mailing list once it has been finalised.     
                                                                                              
                                                              Kate Napier 
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www.performerstogether.org.uk  
Editor: mike.silver@performerstogether.org.uk  01252 725263 

Temporary Treasurer: Joe Michel.   joe.michel@performerstogether.org.uk 
Performers Together CIC: Registered office 27 Alfred Road, Farnham                                     

Surrey GU9 8ND 
Company registered in England and Wales, registration no. 8013871  

Twitter: 

@PerfTogFarnham 
Facebook: Performers 

Together 

 

One of the aims of Performers Together from its 

inception is to help all its Individual and Group 

Members increase their visibility to the public and 

build more awareness of their various performances 

over the years.  We offer all our Members a three-

fold opportunity: 
 

While we have continuing access to the Surrey and 

Hants News shop in the Lion and Lamb Yard, 

Farnham (thanks to the generosity of Sir Ray 

Tindle) you have the unrivalled opportunity to 

display your posters in the windows past which 

walk a constant stream of shoppers and visitors 

every day of the year.  Bring your best posters to 

us, preferably A3 or larger and we will display 

them in this prime location.  

 

Plus, we will ensure that  these performance details 

are added to the Events Diary also displayed 

prominently in the window.  We aim to brand 

each entry appropriately with your own           

company’s logo so please make sure that we 

have this source material.  If you haven’t al-

ready, please send your logo as a jpeg email at-

tachment, to the Editor.  If your event has a title 

in a specific font or style then please send that 

too as another jpeg so that we can use it.  In this 

way we can build brand repetition in the Events 

Diary with your own posters.   

 

And we will run your poster on our PT website so 

that, again, visitors to this regularly visited site 

can see the wealth of entertainment in the area. 
 

Increase your audience numbers. Build your profile in 

the town. Make sure the Editor has details of your up-

coming productions - he’s not psychic.  

If you’re not responsible for publicity, then please for-

ward this newsletter with the request to your company’s 

marketing contact. 

Montage of just some of the many events in this year’s Flash Festival.  

Your publicity – how we can help you  
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